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House Action on  Transportation Reauthorization Stalls 
Despite the fact that House Transportation and Infrastructure Commit-
tee staff spent much of the August recess drafting a long-term bill, it now 
appears that House action on a surface transportation bill  has slowed.   
Anticipation of a possible mark up as early as September 17 will now like-
ly slip to October if not later.

The Republican majority and Democrat minority have been working in a 
bipartisan fashion, but we are told they cannot reach consensus on several 
key policy provisions.   At the same time,  the House Ways and Means 
Committee still hasn’t decided on a path forward regarding revenue mea-
sures that would finance the Highway Trust Fund.  We expect these dis-
agreements will force the House to consider another extension of policy 
that may last anywhere from a few months to a year rather than holding a 
mark-up on a long-term bill next week as was originally planned.

The desire of the House is to finance the policy measure with revenue from tax reform, but the Senate 
Republican leadership is less agreeable to this approach as they believe a Republican Congress will never 
be able to reach a deal  with President Obama on tax reform.  Prior to returning from the August recess, 
transportation advocates were hopeful  the House would  be able to pass a long-term bill with funding 
sources and engage in a conference committee with the Senate to produce a final bill.  That may still hap-
pen, but these policy disagreements and lack of pathway on funding have set that timeline back consider-
ably.  

As of publication, Transportation and Infrastructure Chairman Shuster and Ranking Member DeFazio 
both indicated that another extension was the only way forward as policy is set to expire on October 29 if 
there is no action.  As stated below, Secretary Foxx has suggested that the Highway Trust Fund may have 
enough revenue to last into June of 2016, which would take some pressure off of Congress to act immedi-
ately.

Highway Trust Fund May Last Through June of 2016 

The Department of Transportation updated its Highway Trust Fund ticker earlier this week to say that the 
Highway Trust Fund is now projected to run out of money for infrastructure projects in June 2016, six 
months later than previously expected.  

The agency says that the $8 billion extension passed by Congress in July 2015, will cover payments to states 
for transportation projects until the end of the third quarter of the 2016 fiscal year.

The extension had been expected to provide infrastructure funding only through mid-December 2015, but 
transportation officials are now saying they would be able to make the dollars stretch further than expect-
ed because the pace of U.S. construction typically slows in the winter.   However, the Department is cau-

Suite 800  •  525 Ninth Street, NW  •  Washington, DC 20004  •  202.465.3000  •  202.347.3664 fax

Hearings & Events 

No transportation related 
events are scheduled for the 
upcoming legislative week.

TRANSPORTATION REPORT



CJ Lake LLC September 11, 2015

tioning Congress that it will still have to pass an extension of the federal policy that authorizes the trans-
portation spending by Oct. 29. 

The extra funding cushion could give Congress cover to pass another temporary extension of federal 
highway funding instead of finishing work on a multiyear transportation bill, which has been sought by in-
frastructure advocates for years. 
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Summary Bulletin 

Uber, But for Planes A website that connects passengers with small-plane pilots wants a federal court 
to let it return to the skies.

Highway Trust Fund Ticker: https://www.transportation.gov/highway-trust-fund-ticker 
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